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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL OF VICTORIA
The JCCV is the elected peak body 
representing and advocating 
for Victoria’s Jewish community. 
Serving as a vital connection between 
Jewish organisations, government and 
community leaders, and the broader 
public, the JCCV leads our community 
towards a stronger future.
The JCCV represents 61 member 
organisations across the Victorian 
Jewish community. These organisations 
include synagogues, Jewish schools 
and education providers, museums 
and cultural groups, sporting clubs, 
aged care providers, social justice 
organisations and more.
The JCCV is committed to fostering 
a community that is both strong and 
inclusive, and where Jewish life can 
thrive in an ever-changing society.



OUR MISSION
CHAMPIONING A VIBRANT AND 
RESILIENT FUTURE FOR VICTORIA’S 
JEWISH COMMUNITY.

OUR PILLARS
The JCCV’s work is guided by four key pillars:

LEAD
Engaging political and key stakeholders 
to advance community interests through 
evidence-based research and advocacy.

ENGAGE
Actively listening to the community to 
uncover key needs and perspectives, broker 
connections and define common goals.



SIGN UP TO JCCV’S NEWSLETTER HERE

OUR MISSION
OUR PILLARS (CONTINUED) 
COORDINATE
Mobilising collaborations between 
Jewish organisations and volunteers 
to meet the evolving needs of Victoria’s 
Jewish community.

UPSKILL
Engaging service providers to 
foster understanding of Jewish life, 
history, and antisemitism and build 
intercultural connections.

https://jccv.org.au/#signup


REMEMBERING THE PAST, 
STRENGTHENING FOR THE FUTURE
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF VICTORIA 
IS PROUD TO ONCE AGAIN PRESENT THE 
COMMUNITY YOM HASHOAH COMMEMORATION.
For decades, the JCCV has undertaken 
the solemn duty of hosting the community’s 
annual Yom Hashoah Commemoration.

Each year, we strive to create a meaningful 
and memorable ceremony that honours 
the six million Jews who perished and 
acknowledges the resilience of those 
who survived.



Honouring the past is not only an act of 
remembrance but a commitment to the 
future. By educating younger generations 
about the Shoah, we ensure that history is 
not forgotten, its lessons remain relevant, 
and the voices of survivors continue to be 
heard. In a time of rising antisemitism, it is 
more important than ever to stand against 
hatred and uphold the values of truth, 
justice, and resilience.
For the JCCV, this commemoration is more 
than a moment of reflection; it is a call to 
ensure that remembrance leads to action. 
We remember the past so we can 
strengthen the future.



“From the Depths” reflects the profound 
dual meaning at the heart of this year’s 
Yom Hashoah commemoration. On the 
one hand, it speaks to the unimaginable 
depths reached during the Shoah — the 
darkest possible point for our survivors and 
our global Jewish community — but also to 
the moment from which renewal became 
possible. From devastation emerged 
resilience, courage, and the determination 
to rebuild, which our community’s survivors 
have displayed to no end.



Tonight, we honour the darkest depths 
they endured, the light of our survivors, 
and the generations that continue to uphold 
their legacy. 81 years after the Shoah, our 
community stands strong. 
Our hope is not lost.

Robert Blackwood Hall 
49 Scenic Boulevard 
Monash University VIC 3800
Box Office: 9905 1111 
monash.edu/performing-arts-centres 
The recording or photographing of this performance 
is strictly prohibited.
All mobile phones and electronic devices must 
be switched off in the auditorium.

https://www.monash.edu/performing-arts-centres


PROGRAM
Advance 
Australia Fair Manda Rozen-Flannery

Welcome 
Address

Philip Zajac,  
President, JCCV

Introduction Rachelle Unreich

From the Depths 
— Stories of 
Resistance

AUJS, B’nei Akiva, 
Habonim Dror, Hineni, 
Maccabi Vic, Netzer, 
SKIF, Tzofim

Mir Yidn Zaynen 
Nisht Fun Ot 
Der Velt

Performed by Layla 
Carmeli-Wolski, Husky 
Gawenda, Gideon Preiss, 
and Yoni Ringelblum

Survivor 
testimony Josh Pila

Candle lighting Holocaust survivors 
and their families

El Maleh 
Rachamim

Sung by Greg Hurvitz, 
chazan, South Caulfield 
Hebrew Congregation



PROGRAM

Kaddish
Sung by Greg Hurvitz, 
chazan, South Caulfield 
Hebrew Congregation

Nivneh

Bialik College, King David 
School, Leibler Yavneh 
College, Mount Scopus 
Memorial College, 
Sholem Aleichem College

Eli Eli

Performed by Layla 
Carmeli-Wolski, Husky 
Gawenda, Anita Lester, 
Gideon Preiss, and  
Yoni Ringelblum

Closing Remarks Rachelle Unreich

Zog Nit 
Keyn Mol 
— Partisan Hymn

Multi-school choir, and the 
Combined Jewish Schools 
Klezmer Orchestra

Hatikvah
Multi-school choir, and the 
Combined Jewish Schools 
Klezmer Orchestra



TESTIMONY
DELIVERED BY JOSH PILA
Josh was born in Sosnowiec, Poland, in 1934. 
Sosnowiec was occupied by the Germans 
within 3 days of the war commencing. Josh 
was 5 years old.
Josh remained in Poland for the duration of 
the war. After nine months hidden in a dark 
and airless bunker with his baby sister, Josh 
survived many daring escapes and, at the 
age of 9, spent several weeks living alone  
on the streets during a brutal Silesian winter.  
Josh was miraculously reunited with his 
mother and together they survived in the 
non-Jewish community, constantly moving 
from place to place, until liberated by the 
Russian army on 28 January 1945. Josh lost 
his father, brother and sister and an enormous 
number of extended family.



Josh moved to Israel in 1949, where he 
completed school and served in the army, 
and then emigrated to Australia in 1957.

CANDLELIGHTERS
Josh Pila 
accompanied by Rachael Pila
Andre Dubrowin 
accompanied by Michelle Dubrowin
Ceila Grant 
accompanied by Michael Grant
Netty Tepe-Schoemaker 
accompanied by Margaret Mascara
Jiří Švenger 
accompanied by Caroline Švenger
Diana Zelig 
accompanied by Rod Hampel

This year, an extra candle will  
be lit in honor of Alex Kleytman,  
a Holocaust survivor, murdered  
in the Chanukah attack at Bondi. 
Lit by Pauline Rockman OAM.



THANK YOU
The JCCV extends its heartfelt gratitude to 
the volunteers who helped shape this year’s 
Yom Hashoah Commemoration.
Many committee members are 
descendants of Holocaust survivors, with 
families who endured unimaginable loss. 
Their commitment to this commemoration 
is a powerful testament to our community’s 
unwavering dedication to preserving the 
memory of the six million Jewish men, 
women, and children who perished.

JCCV YOM HASHOAH COMMITTEE
Nina Bassat AM
Amanda Castelan-Starr
Joshua Goodman
Natalie Gunn
Simon Holloway
Sebastian Inwentarz
Sidra Moshinsky
Pauline Rockman OAM
Gary Samowitz



CREATIVE AND PRODUCTION TEAM
Chai Collective — Tamara Cohen,  
Adrian Glaubert
Camryn Elbaum
Ckaos

SUPPORTERS
JCCV PATRONS
Anonymous
Jenny & Daniel Aghion KC
Besen Foundation
Erdi Foundation
Ruth Leonard & Grahame Leonard AM
Estate of Jakob Frenkiel
Gandel Foundation
Spotlight Group
Loti and Victor Smorgon Family Foundation
Jack and Robert Smorgon Families 
Foundation

YOM HASHOAH SPONSORS
Bendigo Bank
Monash University



SILVER
Ann & Henry Fajerman
Glenda & Sam Recht

BRONZE
Nina Bassat AM & Robert Bassat
Diane Cass & Dr Mervyn Cass 
Sharene Hambur AM & Sam Hambur
Mira & David Kolieb
Ian Pamensky
Pauline Rockman OAM
Tammy Roth



YOM HASHOAH CONTRIBUTORS
ORGANISATIONS
AUJS
Bialik College
Bnei Akiva
Habonim Dror
Hashy
Hineni
Jewish Museum of Australia
King David School
Leibler Yavneh College
Maccabi Victoria
Melbourne Holocaust Museum
Mount Scopus Memorial College
Netzer
SKIF
Sholem Aleichem College
South Caulfield Hebrew Congregation
Tzofim
UJEB



YOM HASHOAH CONTRIBUTORS
INDIVIDUALS
Amy Banner
Layla Carmeli-Wolski
Sarah Cossey-Glaubert
Arek Dybel 
Husky Gawenda
Dovi Hanner
Greg Hurvitz
Tomi Kalinski
Anita Lester
Ilana Perlich
Gideon Preiss
Yoni Ringelblum
Manda Rozen-Flannery
Rachelle Unreich



YOM HASHOAH 2025 
— WHAT WAS LOST

Photo credit: WaffleCone Productions



The Shoah Victims' Names 
Recovery Project

Let No 
Holocaust 
Victim Be 
Forgotten!

REMEMBERING THE PAST, SHAPING THE FUTURE

Over 5 million names 
and biographies of Jews 
murdered in the Holocaust 
are commemorated in 
Yad Vashem’s Central 
Database of Shoah Victims› 
Names. However, the 
names of nearly 1 million 
remain unknown and time 
is running out.

Submit a page of testimony online: 
https://forms.yadvashem.org/pot-online-form

Or download here: 
https://www.yadvashem.org/downloads.html#pot

For assistance contact: 
collect@yadvashem.org.il

Australian Friends of Yad Vashem
https://yadvashem.com.au/


